
   
  

EVENING CHRONICLE SUNSHINE FUND 
 
WHAT IS THE SUNSHINE FUND? 
The fund was first established in 1928 when King George V visited Newcastle to open the Tyne 
Bridge.  In order to commemorate this special occasion, he donated a birthday cheque for £15 
to enable Tyneside children a day out at the coast.  The Evening Chronicle adopted the fund as 
its own charity and over the years has raised thousands of pounds for children throughout the 
region. 
 
The fund provides essential equipment, learning aids and custom-built apparatus to help sick 
and disabled North East children.  
 
ENHANCING THE LIVES OF NORTH EAST CHILDREN 
The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund meets the special requirements of individuals and 
groups to enhance their quality of life.  
 
The fund is helping North East children in special schools, learning units, hospitals and also 
individual families.  We also help families and their children under the care of other charities 
such as Barnardos.  Many families are unable to afford custom-built apparatus or specialised 
learning aids which are made for children with disabilities or special needs.  This is where the 
Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund comes in. 
 
The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund is a registered charity that provides grants to other 
registered organisations or health authorities who support children in need.  Applications are 
made to the Sunshine Fund Advisory Grant Board who meet regularly to allocate the funds. 
 
A simple piece of equipment can make such a huge difference to the lives of disabled children 
and with your continuous care and support we can support many more children for years to 
come. 
 
FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES  
The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund co-ordinates a programme of fundraising activities to 
raise money.  The activities include organising fundraising events such as the Sunshine 
Run,Sunflower Ball and the Celebrity Question of Sport and also working in partnership with 
community groups, schools and corporate supporters to support their fundraising endeavours. 
 
Over the last four years over £400,000 has been raised by the Evening Chronicle Sunshine 
Fund to provide equipment for sick and disabled children in the North-East. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
MONEY BRINGS VISION FOR THE FUTURE. 

 
Life changing equipment will mean a blind youngster can see clearly for the first time. Brave 
Jonathan Hall, 13, refuses to feel sorry for himself despite having no sight and confined to a 
wheel chair by cerebral palsy.The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund, which helps hundreds of 
sick youngsters each year, has agreed to match money raised for Jonathan to provide a 
revolutionary £2,400 system. 
 
At the moment his vision is so limited that he can only make out colours or blurry images and he 
could not recognize a person in front of him unless he spoke. However with the new system his 
vision will be so improved that he will be able to read the board at school. He will also be able to 
see his friends, read and watch TV at home. 
 
His mum Glenys says, “ It is going to make a huge different to Jonathon,. When he gets his 
equipment he is going to see for the first time. On behalf of Jonathon and ourselves I would like 
to say a huge thank you to the Chronicle readers who have raised funds for the Sunshine 
Fund.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOME OF OUR BENEFICIARIES 



CREATING A BALANCED EDUCATION. 
 

Thornhill School in Sunderland was given a grant for skates by the Evening Chronicle Sunshine 
Fund. These are not simply for fun but also help the school’s autistic pupils interact with each 
other. The school already hires in-line skates and uses them to take groups of the children out 
to the parks in Newcastle and Sunderland. This has proved successful in developing the 
youngsters confidence and interaction. 
 
Steve Wilkinson, senior teacher at the school, said, “Our children and young people will 
probably have  more leisure time than most as few go to full time education and employment. 
We aim to provide school activities they can take up out of school hours and they are at an 
important stage for learning skills, how to use safe equipment safely and for developing physical 
skills. This money will provide more opportunities for them and the skating has proved 
particularly successful in helping with balance and co-ordination. 
The equipment, which includes footballs and skipping ropes, will benefit 44 youngsters. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



GIFT TRIKE LIGHTS UP DISABLED BOYS LIFE. 
 

Plucky Jake Oakes refuses to let has illness hold him back and lives life to the full. The three-
year-old from North Shields has cerebral palsy and suffers from stiff legs, which can result in 
him falling over.  
 
But the youngest got a special gift from the Sunshine Fund to help him. It is helped that the trike 
will help the development of his muscles, enabling him to walk most of the way to school when 
he starts school. It will also enable home to go for walks with his mum and dad and baby 
brother.  
 
Jake’s mum said “ Jake is a very happy boy despite his problems. He has only just got the trike 
and so far it has made a massive difference. It will now give him the freedom to play with the 
other kids in the street. We are also hoping that it will develop his muscle as his walking is not 
so good. We hope that the more he uses it the more his muscles will be built up”  
 
A donation of £295 from the Thompson Building Centres Community Fund to our charities for 
children battling illness, disability made the grant possible. Anne Ganley, managing director at 
Sunderland based Thompson Centres said “ The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund brings so 
much happiness to so many people’s lives.” 
 
 

 
 

Just three wonderful stories to show you where the money goes to. 
 

The money raised through the Evening Chronicle Suns hine Fund really does make a 
difference to disabled children in the north east. 



 
 
 

 

 
 
The Community Foundation provides a professional and knowledgeable service to families 
and companies who want to help their local community.  Funds set up by donors are invested to 
produce a permanent annual income that provides small and large grants to support a wide 
range of voluntary organisations in need in the areas of Tyne & Wear and Northumberland.  The 
aim is to make it easier and more rewarding for successful people and organisations to give 
back to their community. 
 
Established in 1988, the Community Foundation serving Tyne & Wear and Northumberland has 
developed into the largest community foundation in Great Britain.  The combined assets of 
funds currently stand at 20million pounds and in 2000, 1,000 grants were awarded, totalling 
over  £4million.  Currently managing over 100 funds, these include several especially designed 
for young people: 
 
Readman   Helping young people to help themselves 
   Individuals or groups can apply 
 
Youthbank  Grants given to young people by young people.  Application forms must be 

completed by groups of 12-21 year olds and involve some aspect of 
community development.  Considered bimonthly and usually for about 
£500. 

 
Chapman   Small grants fund operating every 6 weeks 

Provides equipment and building maintenance for young people’s projects 
in Tyne & wear 

 
Young Musicians  Provides help with tuition and equipment costs for young people under 18 

and starting out in music 
   Initiated by Northumbrian piper Kathryn Tickell 
 
Sammy Johnson  Set up by Jimmy Nail and Tim Healy in memory of Sammy Johnson 
    Will provide grants for young actors in Tyneside 
 
 
 
The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund is administered  by the Community Foundation 
and has a Grant Committee which is made up of membe rs of the social, medical, legal 
and financial services in the North East.  

THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
SERVING TYNE & WEAR AND NORTHUMBERLAND  



 
 
 
 
 

�� Organise your own fundraising activities 

�� Sponsor an event 

�� Make a Donation 

�� Give as you earn 

�� Gift Aid your donation and it could be worth 28% mo re. 

�� Give your time 

�� Tell Others about the Sunshine Fund 

�� Remember the Sunshine Fund in your Will 

����HOW YOU CAN HELP 



 
 
 
 
For organisation and administration purposes we need to register some details of your event.   
 
Please complete this form and return to: 
Jo Harris, Sunshine Fund Manager, ncjMedia, Groat Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1ED 
or fax (0191 2016014) 
 
Name of event  

Details of event  

Date   

Venue  

Your Contact Details Name: 
Organisation: 
Address: 
 
 
Phone: 
E-Mail: 

Amount hoping to raise  

Date by which funds will be raised  

Insurance Coverage*  

 
*Insurance against any potential disasters is strongly recommended as neither the Sunshine Fund or the 
Community Foundation carry insurance on behalf of fundraisers. The Sunshine Fund and the Community 
Foundation cannot accept responsibility for any loss, damage, personal injury or accident sustained in the 
course of fundraising on behalf of the Sunshine Fund.  It is the company’s or individuals responsibility to 
organise your own insurance as necessary.  Events and insurance cover should be registered with the 
Sunshine Fund and advice sought if necessary.   

SUNSHINE FUND EVENT REGISTRATION 



 
 
 
 

Schools  Children  
Non-uniform day Easter egg hunt 
Readathon Toddles and Walks 
Swimathon Teddy bears picnic 
Day of Silence Treasure hunt 
Barn dance Carol singing     
Book sales Fun Day 
Fashion show Duck race 
Jumble sales Jelly eating competition 
 
At home  At work  
Bake-in Dress down day 
World dinner Boss in the stocks 
Diminishing lunches Pay to park 
Clothes party Raffle 
Garden party Paperchase 
Coffee mornings Quiz night 
50:50 club Auction of promises 
Pot luck supper Expert talk 
Plant sale Loud tie day 
Bring & Buy Sale 
 
Sponsored events  Sports events  
Great North Run Five-a-side football 
Parachute jump Walks 
Absail Cycle ride 
Walks Tag rugby 
Cycle rides Gym challenge 
Swimming Golf open days 
Yoga marathon Go-karting 

A GUIDE TO FUNDRAISING 



 
 
 

 
 
The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund is always very grateful for the work of those who organise 
fundraising activities on our behalf.  Unfortunately, not everyone is aware that many fundraising 
activities, particularly those taking place in public places, are regulated by certain laws.  It is the 
responsibility of the fund-raiser to remain within the law and to help you if you are considering a public 
fundraising activity, please find below some fundraising guidelines.  They are not intended to be 
complete catalogue of do’s and don’ts.  If you have any queries, please contact the Evening Chronicle 
Sunshine Fund on (0191) 2016289. 
 
Collecting Funds 
· You need a license from your local authority to collect funds on the street or in a public 

place or by going from house to house.  It is illegal to collect funds in this way without a 
license.   

· Open tins or buckets are illegal.  We have a number of sealed buckets and containers 
that you can use and they are all appropriately labeled with our charity information.   

· Pub collections require permission not only from the landlord but also from the brewery 
unless it is a free house.   

· Pub-to-pub collections also require a house-to-house permit from the local council.   
· Children under 16 may not collect money in collection boxes under any circumstances. 
· When selling tickets for an event or goods on behalf of the Sunshine Fund, the fundraiser 

is now required by law to say exactly how much of the cost of the ticket sale will be 
donated to the Sunshine Fund. 

· Please note that if fundraising is undertaken by a commercial organisation , a separate 
agreement is required. 

 
 
Raffles & Lotteries 
· There are strict and complex laws relating to raffles and lotteries and you should consult 

us before organising a raffle or lottery.   
· Raffles and Lotteries must be registered with the local council unless they take place 

during an event such as a fete or dinner or any other “exempt entertainment”.  To be 
exempt tickets must be sold on the day, not in advance; with no cash prizes and not more 
than £50.00 spent on prizes (but no limit on donated prizes). 

 
Events 
· Ensure that your event is organised efficiently and safely.  We cannot accept any 

responsibility for your event nor for anyone who participates in it.   
· You should conduct a risk assessment to ensure that you have proper plans for the 

safety of participants.  The Health and Safety Executive has further information 
(www.hse.gov.uk) 

· Ensure that participants are fully briefed about the event, including (where relevant) any 
risks, fitness requirements, special equipment or clothing required and standards of 
behavior expected.   

· Ensure that your event is properly and adequately supervised.  Where chiodlren are 
included, this includes: 

FUNDRAISING GUIDELINES 



· Providing proper adult supervision 
· Checking that the child’s parents/guardians have given their permission for their child 

to take part.   
· Carrying out appropriate background checks if adults are to have unsupervised 

access to children. 
· Consider what insurance cover you need for your event 

· Insurance against any potential disasters is strongly recommended as neither the 
Sunshine Fund or the Community Foundation carry insurance on behalf of 
fundraisers and take no responsibility for their actions.  Please discuss your insurance 
arrangements with us so we can make sure that you are covered sufficiently. 

 
· Check whether you need any special license; e.g. a public entertainment license or 

license to sell alcohol.   
 
Gift Aid 
 
· Please ask donors / sponsors to sign a gift aid declaration.  This enables us (And higher 

rate tax payers) to claim tax back from the Government and increases the overall benefit 
to the charity.  We can provide you with sponsor and gift aid forms.   

 
Fundraising Materials and Publicity 
 
· All of your fundraising should make it clear that you are fundraising in our aid but that you 

do not represent the charity.  We can provide style guidelines to help people become 
familiar with our fundraising material and to help generate interest in fundraising activities 
and events. 

· A PDF of our logo and standard charity information is available by request.   
· Publicity for any events should state, “The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund is part of 

the Community Foundation serving Tyne & Wear and Northumberland (Registered 
Charity: 700510).” 

 
Transfer of Funds  
 
· All funds collected should be sent to the charity within 2 weeks of collection.  Expenses 

must not be deducted from the sums collected unless you have approved this with us and 
provided us with a receipt.   

 
For further help and advice about fundraising in aid of the Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund 
please do not hesitate to contact: Jo Harris, Sunshine Fund Manager on (0191) 201 6289.   
 
Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund is a registered charity, number 700510 
  
 

NOTE: The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund and the Community Foundation cannot accept 
responsibility for any loss, damage, personal injury or accident sustained in the course of fundraising 
on behalf of the Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund.  Persons undertaking hazardous pursuits in aid of 

the Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund do so at their own risk. 



     
Please sponsor me to………………………………………….. 
in aid of the Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund.   
The Sunshine Fund provides specially adapted equipment to 
improve the quality of children’s lives here in the North-East.  
Thank you for your support. 

 
Name Full address Postcode Signature  Gift Aid * Amount 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

 
Photocopy as necessary 

 
* GIFT AID If you are a UK taxpayer, we can claim b ack an extra 28p on every pound you give, provided 

you pay an amount of income tax or capital gains ta x in the current year equal to the tax we claim on 
your donation. Please tick this box to agree. 

 
When you have collected in all your sponsorship money please send to: 

Sunshine Fund Manager, Evening Chronicle, Groat Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1ED. 
Do not send cash through the post, please make cheques/postal orders payable to the Evening Chronicle 

Sunshine Fund. For more information: Tel 0191 2016289 Fax 0191 2016014 
 

The Sunshine Fund is part of the Community Foundation, Registered Charity No. 700510 

SPONSOR FORM 

�



 

 
 
 
 

 
Please fill in the details below: 
  
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss_______Initial ____Surname ______________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcode____________________________ 
 
Telephone Number __________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 METHOD OF PAYMENT 

(Please complete preferred method of payment) 
I wish to pay by cheque 
 

Please attach cheque made payable to Evening Chronicle 
Sunshine Fund. 

Credit card number Expiry Date I wish to pay by credit card 
                 

 
 
Signature ______________________________      
 
Date  ______________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Please send this form and your cheques to:  
Sunshine Fund Manager, Evening Chronicle, Groat Mar ket, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE1 

1ED 
 

or you can drop them in to the Customer Reception, ncj Media, Groat Market, 
Newcastle upon Tyne  

 
If all or some money is a personal donation please also fill in and return the attached 

Gift Aid form so we can claim the tax back on your donation.

HOW TO PAY IN THE MONEY YOU HAVE RAISED 



 
 
 
 
 
Charities can now claim back the tax paid on your gift of money – however small – as long as 
you are a UK taxpayer.  Please help us to make the most of this wonderful opportunity – we 
can make your gift of money worth 28 % more, and at no extra cost to you!  Please complete 
and return a copy this gift aid form with your donation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please see overleaf for notes 

Details of donor 
 
Title ______Forenames(s) _________________Surname _________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ Post Code_________________________ 

I would like the Community Foundation/ Sunshine Fund to treat…  
 
�  The enclosed donation of £________ 
 
�  The donations(s) of £_______ which I made on ____/____/____ 
 
�  All donations I make from the date of this declaration until I notify you 

otherwise 
 
�  All donations I have made since 6th April 2000, and all donations I make from the 

date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise  
 

…as Gift Aid donations 

�
Signature____________________________    Date____/____/____ 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 



Notes 
 
1. If your declaration covers donations you may make in the future: 
 
· Please notify the charity if you change your name or address while the declaration is still 

in force 
· You can cancel the declaration at any time by notifying the charity-it will then not apply to 

donations you make on or after the date of cancellation or such later date as you specify 
 
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax 

that the charity reclaims on your donation/s in the tax year (currently 28p for every £1 you 
give). 

 
3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income 

and/or capital gains tax equal to the tax the charity reclaims, you can cancel your 
declaration (see note 1). 

 
4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self-Assessment 

tax return. 
 
5. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the charity.  Or 

you can ask your local tax office for leaflet IR113 Gift Aid. 
 
6. Gift Aid can only be claimed on donations NOT fund-raising events. 
 
 



 
�

�

�

 
£295  Can purchase an adaptive aerosol delivery nebuliser to help a child suffering 

from cystic fibrosis.  The nebuliser is activated when the child breathes and 
provides an accurate dose of medication. 

 
£439 Can purchase car ramps, rails and fasteners to enable a wheelchair user to 

travel in the family van, thereby allowing the child to be included in social 
activities and to enjoy normal family life. 

 
£900 Can purchase a laptop computer, to help a child with severe learning difficulties 

develop concentration and confidence as well as literacy and written skills, for 
use at school and in the home. 

 
£1,485 Can purchase an electric bed for a child with duchenne muscular dystrophy, 

enabling some independence and ease of movement in the night. 
 
£3,307 Can fully equip a children’s hospital rehabilitation room with educational, 

therapeutic and rehabilitation toys.  This equipment will help children suffering 
from conditions such as meningitis, bone marrow transplants, brain tumours 
and head injuries. 

 
£7,350 Can purchase a stair lift in the home of a child suffering from congenital 

muscular dystrophy.  The lift would promote independence for the child and 
ease on the parents. 

 
£12,338 Can fully equip a children’s hospital ward with a multi sensory room, used to 

relax and stimulate children with severe disabilities and life threatening illnesses 
other than cancer.  Stimulative equipment would include bubble tubes and 
magic wands, a CD player and electrics.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for supporting the Evening Chronicle Suns hine Fund! 

HOW YOUR DONATION CAN ENHANCE A CHILD’S LIFE 


